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Social insurance number (SIN) 
 
Pretty much every one in Canada has a social insurance number. It is the only way you can get paid. The 
Social Insurance Number (S.I.N) is a government issued number that is legally required for all work in 
Canada. Furthermore, it is also accepted as a personal identification document. You may need a S.I.N 
only if you work and it then it may be required for tax return purposes. 
 
The government of Canada change recently their laws concerning the SIN, so it is not automatically if 
your are a student that you have the SIN, Check with the Human resource of Canada office in your city 
when your arrive. 
 
To apply for a social insurance number, you must complete an application form and provide an original or 
true certified copy of a document that proves your identity and status in Canada. You must also provide a 
supporting document if the name on your documents is different from the one you now use. It is important 
that documents are originals or true certified copies and they are written in English or French. 
 
To apply for S.I.N, you may apply in person at a Human Resources Center of Canada (HRCC), or you 
may also apply by mail. No fee is charged for an initial application for a social insurance number card. 
Application forms and application in person are at your local Human resource center office. You may also 
download the forms in PDF format from: 
 
http://www.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca/insur/sin-nas/nas2120c.shtml 
 
This website also has the address of the local HRCC office in your city. 
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